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This custom of measuring land by means of plough-lengths
appears to have become not only popular but seems to have survived
for a considerable period after the reign of Harsavardhana. In the
Karsa stone inscription of the Gahamaija Vigraharaja, dated A. D.
970, it is mentioned how various types of land were measured
by what is said to be "a big plough of land/'1 Such a reference
suggests that there must have been various types of ploughs, here
the obvious distinction being between the larger and smaller ploughs
of land. Whether or nob such distinctions existed during the reign
of Harsavardhana, cannot be definitely decided for lack of evidence,
In the record of Vigraharaja this land measure appears to have been
current in the region near Ajmere.3
Ill    Land and Labour Relations
1.   Forced Labour
The idea of forced labour has its roots in the hoary past. It
was known to Manu,8 Visnu,* Narada6, and Vasistha.6 The Greek
writers did not forget its survival for Strabo alludes to it when
dealing with the activities of the second caste of husband-rnen and
he says that "They are exempted from military service and cultivate
their lands undisturbed by fear 'V7 Again he observes that the fourth
caste who worked at trades and vended wares, not only paid taxes but
rendered to the State "prescribed services".8 Though Strabo has not
specified what exactly were these prescribed services due to the State,
they evidently allude, among other contributions, to the demands of
forced labour. Such a system was also known to Kautalya who refers
to it as one of the branches of Varla*
During the times of the Guptas this forced labour or visli
became a source of State income in the shape of a tax, In the
Khoh plates of Maharaja Jayanatha appears this order to the
Brahmanas, cultivators and artisans of Dhavasaadika thus : " You
yourselves shall render to these persons the offering of the tribute
1 E.L, II, no. VIII, p. 130, text, p. 125: Kalavana padre sekyakaks&faM talhZ atmiva
dvihali kanam(di) somake vrhad dalain iti,
3 Ibid., p. 119.
3 Manu, VIII, 1.415, p. 326.
*  Tisnu, XVIII, r. 44, p. 74.
3 Narada, V, n. 25-43, PP. 135-39-
6 VasisthaJI, 1.39, p. 14.
*  Mc'Crindle, Ancient India as Described in Classical Literature, p. 48, (1901 ei)
8  Ibid*y p. 53.
9  Kautalya, Artha$asira> Bk, II, Ch, IV, p. 8.